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g A 5 To be honest, when | was younger, | didn’ t really-spend time reading novels. ? H %
et 5_} In Junior High, | was the editor of the school’ s newspaper and so [ spent a lot %( % i
H A B of time reading the local newspaper for i1deas, writing stories that | thought 4.]' yﬁ:
3 @ would be interesting to other students and editing my friends’ articles as well E 37*%?
% as designing the style of the paper. q ;t;i
A B . . . 84 15/
54 b [n high school, I had a few free periods during the school week, so I - 8 é %
i volunteered to work in the iibrary where | helped organize the books and :E & </,
§ ~ ?‘ _ newspapers, and helped other students find the books they were looking for to do ‘ i ¥
#1 i research or to read. [ was always more interested in non—fictional books than ,‘t \3!’9;53
5 novels. | felt | wanted to learn from each book hoping to prepare myself for B vy
S university after [ finished high school, so i usually chose academic books. My {* % K
y E favorites were books that taught me a foreign language or books on history, *r T i
ég ,ﬁ anthropology or archaeology but I also fiked reading books of poetry and Lf T..L l/
1 sometimes short stories. HE 67
g & In college, as some of you may have heard, | studied International Relations ; 1 %%
ﬁ A :J focusing on East Asia, and so most of the books 1 read then were books based on ; 5 Iy
3_3 { Japanese politics, philosophies and religions of Japan, Japanese history, | i k. %
4 | Japanese {iterature, etc. [ remember reading short stories by famous Japanese: s %
é 'g | writers, such as Yukio Mishima, Haruki Murakami, Kenzaburo Oe, Yasunari Kawabata, e %} :'g*
Ol 2 !‘ - Shusaku Endo and other writers of after World WarX. [ also remember trying to il %‘ﬁ?
T T o | read Tales of the Heike, FER¥EE, | want to try to read it in Japanese someday. T' éﬁg
&~ A
ﬁ [ don’ 1 know about you, but when 1 start a book I really dislike stopping in ; T
4 ;‘i it the middie of the book, so I only read a novel when I know I have enough time to ;13’ s
% : finish it from start to finish! So, for now, | like to try and improve my 1y ;%_ -
2 & Japanese by reading the Japanese newspaper every day. Reading a newspaper is Ti *li
A % | amazing, because it lets me see what is happening in the world in piaces 1 cannot ra:r %
51 v }; ™ visit yet. Also, reading newspapers from different countries is really exciting. ) ‘ 3
%;& 3 | "/ Read the newspaper and find an interesting story to talk to your friends about!! f
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